I-THOU HONOR
30

“...Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me
will be disdained.”
I Samuel 2:30

40

“Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”
Matthew 10:40

53

When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from
there. 54 Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in
their synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get
this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. 55 “Isn’t
this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t
his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren’t all his
sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57
And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is
not without honor except in his own town and in his own home.” 58
And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of
faith.
Matthew 13:53-58
I. I-Thou Honor
A. The Greek word for Honor is Time (Teemay). It means “to
value, to respect, or to highly esteem.”
B. God commands us to develop a culture of honor in our
lives, our homes, and our hearts.
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II. Four categories of Honor
A. Civil authority (Romans 13:1-7; I Peter 2:13-17)
[Rom 13:1-7 NIV] 1 Let everyone be subject to the
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that exist have
been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels
against the authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on
themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do
right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free
from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and
you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s
servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the
authorities, not only because of possible punishment but
also as a matter of conscience. 6 This is also why you pay
taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their
full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue;
if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.
[1Pe 2:13-17 NIV] 13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake
to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the
supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him
to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who
do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you
should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as
free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for
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evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to
everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the
emperor.
B. Family authority (Ephesians 5:21-33; Colossians 3:20)
[Eph 5:21-33 NIV] 21 Submit to one another out of
reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit yourselves to your
own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is
the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his
body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just
as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water
through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way,
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever
hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body,
just as Christ does the church-- 30 for we are members of
his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery--but I am
talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one
of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the
wife must respect her husband.
[Col 3:20 NIV] 20 Children, obey your parents in
everything, for this pleases the Lord.
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C. Social authority (Ephesians 6:5,6)
5
Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear,
and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6
Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on
you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your
heart.
D. Church authority (I Timothy 5:17-19)
17
The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are
worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is
preaching and teaching. 18 For Scripture says, “Do not
muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The
worker deserves his wages.” 19 Do not entertain an
accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or
three witnesses.
III. What about evil leaders?
A. Hannah honored Eli. (I Samuel 1:15-16,18)
15
“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who
is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I
was pouring out my soul to the LORD. 16 Do not take your
servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out
of my great anguish and grief.” ... 18 She said, “May your
servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way
and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast.
B. The three Hebrew children honored Nebuchadnezzar.
(Daniel 3:16-19)
16
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before
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you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing
furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and
he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if
he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we
will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you
have set up.” 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward
them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times
hotter than usual
C. David honored Saul. (II Samuel 1:17-27)
17
David took up this lament concerning Saul and his son
Jonathan, 18 and he ordered that the people of Judah be
taught this lament of the bow (it is written in the Book of
Jashar): 19 “A gazelle lies slain on your heights, Israel.
How the mighty have fallen! 20 “Tell it not in Gath,
proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon, lest the daughters
of the Philistines be glad, lest the daughters of the
uncircumcised rejoice. 21 “Mountains of Gilboa, may you
have neither dew nor rain, may no showers fall on your
terraced fields. For there the shield of the mighty was
despised, the shield of Saul--no longer rubbed with oil. 22
“From the blood of the slain, from the flesh of the mighty,
the bow of Jonathan did not turn back, the sword of Saul
did not return unsatisfied. 23 Saul and Jonathan--in life they
were loved and admired, and in death they were not parted.
They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than
lions. 24 “Daughters of Israel, weep for Saul, who clothed
you in scarlet and finery, who adorned your garments with
ornaments of gold. 25 “How the mighty have fallen in
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battle! Jonathan lies slain on your heights. 26 I grieve for
you, Jonathan my brother; you were very dear to me. Your
love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of
women. 27 “How the mighty have fallen! The weapons of
war have perished!”
D. Walking backwards (Genesis 9:23)
23
But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across
their shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered
their father’s naked body. Their faces were turned the other
way so that they would not see their father naked.
IV. Three directions of Honor
A. Leaders above us
B. Peers alongside us
C. Wards under our authority
D. All are to be honored in our interactions, our tone, and our
body language.
E. Honor opens us to reward.
F. Dishonor closes the possibility of receiving reward.
V. The Honor principle (II Timothy 3:1-4)
1
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
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control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-A. Honor precedes power. (Matthew 8:5-10)
5
When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to
him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at
home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 7 Jesus said to him,
“Shall I come and heal him?” 8 The centurion replied,
“Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.
But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I
myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I
tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and
he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those
following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in
Israel with such great faith.
B. Honor changes every atmosphere. (Luke 7:36-50)
36
When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner
with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at
the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so
she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she
stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his
feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair,
kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the
Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself,
“If this man were a prophet, he would know who is
touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a
sinner.” 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something
to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 “Two people
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owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had
the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both.
Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon replied,
“I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned
toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this
woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any
water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and
wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but
this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing
my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has
poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her
many sins have been forgiven--as her great love has shown.
But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 48 Then
Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The other
guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who
even forgives sins?” 50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your
faith has saved you; go in peace.”
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