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SEVEN I-THOU FRIENDSHIP TRAITS 
 
I. John was a seeker after God, open to unconventional things. 

(John 1:35-40) 
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 
36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God!” 37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they 
followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following 
and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which 
means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 39 “Come,” he 
replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he 
was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about 
four in the afternoon. 40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was 
one of the two who heard what John had said and who had 
followed Jesus. 

II. John was taught to be a precise surgeon who could split hairs 
and single out a needle in a haystack. (John 3:1,2) 
1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who 
was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to 
Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform 
the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

III. John learned not to make snap judgments, as God is bigger 
than any one group. (Mark 9:38-40) 
38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out 
demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was 
not one of us.” 39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one 
who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say 
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anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for 
us. 

IV. John was taught to ignore secondary issues, and keep the 
main things the plain things. (John 4:7-10) 
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said 
to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone 
into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 
God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have 
asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

V. John learned never to coerce, or compel, or manipulate a 
conscience, but to serve his way in. (John 13:14-16) 
14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very 
truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 

VI. John was content being a number two man. 
VII. John learned how to identify and avoid category mistakes. 

(Matthew 20:23) 
23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but 
to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places 
belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my 
Father.” 


