A SACRED GROVE
13

A messenger came and told David, “The hearts of the people of
Israel are with Absalom.” 14 Then David said to all his officials
who were with him in Jerusalem, “Come! We must flee, or none of
us will escape from Absalom. We must leave immediately, or he
will move quickly to overtake us and bring ruin on us and put the
city to the sword.”
II Samuel 15:13,14
I. Enemies above ground
A. Absalom—a rebel against David (II Samuel 15:1-4)
1
And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him
chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2 And
Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate:
and it was [so], that when any man that had a controversy
came to the king for judgment, then Absalom called unto
him, and said, Of what city [art] thou? And he said, Thy
servant [is] of one of the tribes of Israel. 3 And Absalom said
unto him, See, thy matters [are] good and right; but [there
is] no man [deputed] of the king to hear thee. 4 Absalom said
moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every
man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I
would do him justice!
B. Ahithophel—treachery against David (II Samuel 16:23)
23
And the counsel of Ahithophel, which he counselled in
those days, [was] as if a man had enquired at the oracle of
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God: so [was] all the counsel of Ahithophel both with David
and with Absalom.
C. Ziba—deception against David (II Samuel 16:1-4)
1
And when David was a little past the top [of the hill],
behold, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a
couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred
[loaves] of bread, and an hundred bunches of raisins, and
an hundred of summer fruits, and a bottle of wine. 2 And the
king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou by these? And Ziba
said, The asses [be] for the king’s household to ride on; and
the bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat; and the
wine, that such as be faint in the wilderness may drink. 3 And
the king said, And where [is] thy master’s son? And Ziba
said unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem: for he
said, To day shall the house of Israel restore me the kingdom
of my father. 4 Then said the king to Ziba, Behold, thine
[are] all that [pertained] unto Mephibosheth. And Ziba said,
I humbly beseech thee [that] I may find grace in thy sight,
my lord, O king.
D. Shimei—vicious hatred against David (II Samuel 16:5-14)
5
And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence
came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, whose
name [was] Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and
cursed still as he came. 6 And he cast stones at David, and at
all the servants of king David: and all the people and all the
mighty men [were] on his right hand and on his left. 7 And
thus said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come out, thou
bloody man, and thou man of Belial: 8 The LORD hath
returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in
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whose stead thou hast reigned; and the LORD hath delivered
the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son: and, behold,
thou [art taken] in thy mischief, because thou [art] a bloody
man. 9 Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto the king,
Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? let me go
over, I pray thee, and take off his head. 10 And the king said,
What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him
curse, because the LORD hath said unto him, Curse David.
Who shall then say, Wherefore hast thou done so? 11 And
David said to Abishai, and to all his servants, Behold, my
son, which came forth of my bowels, seeketh my life: how
much more now [may this] Benjamite [do it]? let him alone,
and let him curse; for the LORD hath bidden him. 12 It may
be that the LORD will look on mine affliction, and that the
LORD will requite me good for his cursing this day. 13 And
as David and his men went by the way, Shimei went along on
the hill’s side over against him, and cursed as he went, and
threw stones at him, and cast dust. 14 And the king, and all
the people that [were] with him, came weary, and refreshed
themselves there.
II. Friends underground / Eight sheltering trees
A. First tree of shelter / The Kerithites and the Pelethites
(II Samuel 15:18)
18
And all his servants passed on beside him; and all the
Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six
hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on
before the king.
B. Second tree of shelter / Ittai the Gittite / Once an enemy now
a friend (II Samuel 15:21)
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And Ittai answered the king, and said, [As] the LORD
liveth, and [as] my lord the king liveth, surely in what place
my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there
also will thy servant be.
C. The third and fourth trees of shelter / Zadok and Abiathar /
Loyal priests of God with the Ark of the Covenant
(II Samuel 15:25,26)
25
And the king said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of God
into the city: if I shall find favour in the eyes of the LORD,
he will bring me again, and shew me [both] it, and his
habitation: 26 But if he thus say, I have no delight in thee;
behold, [here am] I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto
him.
D. The fifth tree of shelter / Hushai the Archite / Frustrator of
the council of Ahithophel (II Samuel 15:32,34)
32
And it came to pass, that [when] David was come to the
top [of the mount], where he worshipped God, behold,
Hushai the Archite came to meet him with his coat rent, and
earth upon his head: ... 34 But if thou return to the city, and
say unto Absalom, I will be thy servant, O king; [as] I [have
been] thy father’s servant hitherto, so [will] I now also [be]
thy servant: then mayest thou for me defeat the counsel of
Ahithophel.
E. David at Mahanaim (II Samuel 17:27-29)
27
And it came to pass, when David was come to Mahanaim,
that Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of the children of
Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lodebar, and
Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, 28 Brought beds, and
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basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and
flour, and parched [corn], and beans, and lentiles, and
parched [pulse], 29 And honey, and butter, and sheep, and
cheese of kine, for David, and for the people that [were] with
him, to eat: for they said, The people [is] hungry, and weary,
and thirsty, in the wilderness.
F. The sixth tree of shelter / Shobi the Ammonite / Son of
Nahash
G. The seventh tree of shelter / Machir, Son of Ammiel from
Lo-debar / Protector of the needy
H. The eighth tree of shelter / Barzillai the Gileadite / A faithful
to the end friend
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