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TAMAR - THE RESILIENT PALM 
 
12 “Through the offspring the LORD gives you by this young woman, may your 
family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.” 

Ruth 4:12 
 
3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father 
of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 

Matthew 1:3 
 
11 Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Live as a widow in your father’s 
household until my son Shelah grows up.” For he thought, “He may die too, just 
like his brothers.” So Tamar went to live in her father’s household. ... 26 Judah 
recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I wouldn’t give her 
to my son Shelah.” And he did not sleep with her again. 

Genesis 38:11,26 
 
I. Tamar - the date palm / When your life defies your name 

A. Tamar is a young girl, full of hope--a palm tree--beautiful, upright, 
blooming in the desert, evergreen, and flexible. 

B. Judah, her father in law, is her protector and defender. His job was to ensure 
her fruitfulness. Education was nothing, a spouse and children were 
everything. 

C. Judah marries Tamar to his firstborn son, Er. He is wicked and the Lord 
kills him, leaving her a widow and childless. 

D. Judah’s second son, Onan, has the obligation to raise up seed for Er, 
rescuing he and Tamar from fruitlessness. He refuses to fulfill his purpose, 
and God kills him. (Deuteronomy 25:5-10) 
5 If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a son, his 
widow must not marry outside the family. Her husband’s brother shall take 
her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her. 6 The first 
son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead brother so that his name 
will not be blotted out from Israel. 7 However, if a man does not want to 
marry his brother’s wife, she shall go to the elders at the town gate and say, 
“My husband’s brother refuses to carry on his brother’s name in Israel. He 
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will not fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to me.” 8 Then the elders of his 
town shall summon him and talk to him. If he persists in saying, “I do not 
want to marry her,” 9 his brother’s widow shall go up to him in the 
presence of the elders, take off one of his sandals, spit in his face and say, 
“This is what is done to the man who will not build up his brother’s family 
line.” 10 That man’s line shall be known in Israel as The Family of the 
Unsandaled. 

II. Tamar, the black widow / The poison of suspicion 
A. The pain of being unjustly blamed 
B. Judah falsely blames Tamar for the death of his sons. His false suspicion 

puts his family line in limbo. 
C. Judah withholds his third son, Shelah, from Tamar, deceptively exiling her 

as a widow to her father’s house. 
D. Tamar is strung along, waiting for Shelah to come of age, as her life passes 

her by. 
III. Tamar - a woman on the brink. 

* When Judah’s wife dies, Tamar loses all hope for Shelah. 
A. Palm trees are resilient. They flourish in the desert. They resist all odds, and 

are sources of shade, fruit, and life. 
B. Tamar risks her life by seeking the only avenue open to her, Judah himself. 

She covers her face with a garment of prostitution. 
C. Jacob used a garment to deceive his father, Isaac, and Judah and his brothers 

use a garment to deceive Jacob (Genesis 37:32) now Tamar uses a garment 
to deceive Judah. (Genesis 38:14) 
[Gen 37:32] 32 They took the ornate robe back to their father and said, “We 
found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.” 
[Gen 38:14] 14 she took off her widow’s clothes, covered herself with a veil 
to disguise herself, and then sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which is on 
the road to Timnah. For she saw that, though Shelah had now grown up, 
she had not been given to him as his wife. 

D. Judah’s hatred is kindled to destroy Tamar, yet God rebukes his error. 
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VI. Perez - breakthrough arrives. 
A. Tamar receives twins through Judah, creating the family line for the 

messiah. 
B. God will give you double for your trouble. 
C. Hold on, Tamar, fruitfulness is on the way! 
D. The breakthrough will seem unorthodox and out of order, but receive it.  
E. None in the story saw God’s long-term plan, only their immediate trauma. 
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